CROSS FOXES

RARE BATS BOOK IN AT NEW WELSH HOSPITALITY VENUE

Immediate: May 5, 2010

The first guests at a new Welsh bar grill and rooms in the shadow of Cadair Idris are being made to feel right at home.

Dewi and Nicol Gwynne, owners of Cross Foxes, near Dolgellau, have been happy to accommodate a rare colony of bats in the roof of the former inn as part of an large renovation project that will create 12 new jobs when it opens for business this autumn.

Work on the imposing Grade II listed stone building, which sits at the junction of busy A470 ad A487 roads in the Snowdonia National Park, was delayed for months while experts carried out a bat study and found four species, Long Eared, Lesser Horseshoe, Common Pipistrelle and Soprano Pippestrelle

Dewi, 44, a builder, has ensured that spaces have been left to allow the bats to continue roosting in the roof at Cross Keys.

“The discovery of the bat colony didn’t cause us too many problems because the country was still in the grip of the credit crunch at the time and we were not ready to proceed with the work,” explained Nicol, 34, who was born in nearby Tywyn.. “The bats are our first guests!”

Dewi and Nicol, a former human resources manager at Aberystwyth University, aim to establish Cross Foxes as a premier destination for food, drink and overnight stays in the Dolgellau area when it opens in October.
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Cross Foxes, which closed seven years ago, was bought by the couple, who live in Capel Bangor, near Aberystwyth, three years ago. They are now busy renovating and refurbishing it with support from VisitWales and Finance Wales.

When completed, Cross Foxes will have six individually designed rooms with views of Cadair Idris, a bar, an open kitchen where diners can watch the chefs cooking  dishes and upscale, casual dining facilities for up to 100 people.

“The building will be transformed into an exciting and modern concept of a Welsh bar grill and rooms,” explained Nicol. “We want to inspire guests to relax and unwind in a stunning location and venue and offer a new dining experience at a fair price.”

One of the first decisions the couple made when starting the project was to join Mid Wales Tourism (MWT), an independent organisation representing around 500 tourism and hospitality businesses in Powys, Ceredigion and Meirionnydd. MWT provides a range of services to help members develop and market their businesses, whilst also giving them access to exclusive membership discounts.

MWT’s chief executive Val Hawkins wished the couple success with their new venture. “It’s very refreshing to see a new business setting up in a region that is becoming noted for the high standards achieved in the tourism and hospitality sector,” she added.

Picture caption:

Cross Foxes before the renovation work.
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For more information please contact Nicol Gwynne on 01970 881081 or 07814 191642, Val Hawkins, Mid Wales Tourism’s chief executive, on 01654 702653 or Duncan Foulkes, public relations consultant, on 01686 650818.
