ERWOOD STATION CRAFT CENTRE AND GALLERY

RESEARCH APPEAL FOR ERWOOD STATION BIRTHDAY EVENT

Immediate: April 23, 2010

The manager of a Mid Wales craft centre and gallery based in a former railway station is appealing for people to come forward with information, photographs and anecdotes about the history of the building and the former Mid Wales Railway.

Michael Cunningham from Erwood Station Craft Centre and Gallery, which is located in the scenic Wye Valley between Builth Wells and Brecon, is keen to gather all the material in time for a display at the centre's 25th birthday party on July 3.

Erwood Station opened in 1864 with the launch of the Mid Wales Railway Line between Llandeilo and Brecon.  It later became part of the Cambrian Railway and then the Great Western Railway in 1923 before closing in 1962 as part of the infamous 'Beeching Axe', which saw many railways across the country scrapped.

The last train to steam along the line was run by the Stevenson Locomotive Society on December 20, 1962.

Michael has taken over the running of the centre from his mum Erika and late father, Alan. He is now seeking information about Erwood Stationmasters, former railway workers in the village and anecdotes from passenger and local residents who have fond memories of the station. Old photographs will be welcomed.

"I urgently need help to complete the historical records for Erwood Station before our 25th birthday event in July," he said. "It would be great to receive photographs of the stationmasters. All contributions will be gratefully received.

"One local person who has already contributed to the records is Mrs Edna Pugh, who celebrated her 100th birthday last year."

At the July event, Wales' former First Minister Rhodri Morgan will unveil a diesel locomotive that has been renovated by the Friends of Erwood Station with funding support from Glasu, the Welsh Assembly Government and European Union.

The Fowler 0-4-0 locomotive, which has a Maclaren 8 engine, was bought by Mr Cunningham's father from a scrapyard after it had finished active service at RAF St Athan in the Vale of Glamorgan in 1988. Built in Leeds, the loco was used to deliver munitions to RAF bases across the UK before arriving at Erwood Station, which uses former railway carriages to extend its gallery and tearooms.

Erwood Station Craft Centre and Gallery supports more than 80 Welsh artists and craftspeople and has established itself as a centre of excellence. The birthday event will include demonstrations by talented Welsh artists, chainsaw carving, willow weaving, spinning, woodturning, glass making, singing by Builth Male Voice Choir, live Welsh folk music, story telling and a Radnorshire Wildlife Trust river ramble. 

A special shuttle bus service is being laid on from Builth Road and Llandrindod Wells Railway Stations by the Heart of Wales Line to transport train passengers to and from the event. For more information contact Tel: 01982 560674, e-mail office@erwood-station.co.uk or visit  www.erwood-station.co.uk.

Picture captions:

Erwood Station in the days of steam before the Beeching Axe in 1962.

Michael Cunningham polishing the Fowler 0-4-0 locomotive.
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For more information contact Michael Cunningham, Erwood Station Craft Centre and Gallery, on 01982 560674 or Duncan Foulkes, public relations consultant, on 01686 650818.

