MID WALES TOURISM

WARM WELCOME FOR ‘WORLD CLASS’ TOURISM INVESTMENT

Immediate: August 16, 2010
An exciting plan to invest more than £4 million in outdoor and adventure activities in Snowdonia has met with a warm reception from a Mid Wales tourism leader.

Anne Lloyd-Jones, chairman of Machynlleh-based Mid Wales Tourism, welcomed the much needed investment in tourism infrastructure in Mid and North Wales.

Welsh heritage minister Alun Ffred Jones announced that nearly £16 million will be spent to create four tourism centres across Wales to provide world class facilities for outdoor and adventure activities.

The money, which comes from the European Regional Development Fund, local authorities and other sources, will be used to develop centres of excellence that will act as a hub for encouraging more sustainable tourism centred on Wales’ natural environment.

In Snowdonia, more than £4m will go towards the Eryri Centre of Excellence, which will be based across four sites. There will be an activity centre and expanded mountain biking trails at Coed y Brenin, near Dolgellau, a downhill cycling track will be developed around the old Llechwedd Quarry in Blaenau Ffestiniog and another will link the village of Llanuwchllyn with the Urdd's Glan Llyn site near Bala.

“In Snowdonia, visitors will be able to experience top class mountain biking, angling, walking, mountaineering, caving and water sports,” said Mr Jones. “In South Wales, we will create an exciting and accessible off-road cycle trail network.”
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Mrs Lloyd Jones said it was exciting news for Mid and North Wales. “Investment in tourism infrastructure like this is very good use of public money and it will hopefully encourage further support for the development of world class facilities in the area,” she added. “I firmly believe that the Welsh Assembly Government should be creating an environment where businesses can develop.

“I welcome the plans for Coed y Brenin, which link with the work being undertaken by Discover Dolgellau and the additional facilities proposed for Blaenau Ffestiniog, Llanuwchllyn and Bala.

“I am particularly interested in the plans to develop mass participation events and competitions, which will attract visitors to the region.”

Mel Williams, chair of Bala and Penllyn Tourism Association, also welcomed the investment. “I think it’s brilliant news. Bala is already brilliant for outdoor activities and anything that adds to what we already do and extends the season for visitors is absolutely great.

“These centres of excellence are going to be so good because they are talking about joining up cycling routes and encouraging mountain cycling. I am also pleased that they are looking to promote the lovely gardens that we have here in Mid Wales.”

She also revealed that tourism associations in Meirioneth were working together to create an e-marketing hub to promote the area.

An independent organisation representing around 500 tourism and hospitality businesses in Powys, Ceredigion and Meirionnydd, Mid Wales Tourism provides a range of services to help members develop and market their businesses, whilst also give them access to exclusive membership discounts.
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For more information please contact Val Hawkins, Mid Wales Tourism’s chief executive, on 01654 702653 or Duncan Foulkes, public relations consultant, on 01686 650818.
